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Till the late 'nineties the eastern frontier coincided, or
was supposed to coincide, with the ill-defined crest of the
Annamese coast range, giving the kingdom a breadth of
about 400 miles between the British and French pos-
sessions, but narrowing to 60 in the Malay Peninsula,
with an extreme length of at least 1000 miles north and
south, an area of 360,000 square miles, and a population
variously estimated at from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000.
It is, however, to be noticed that the frontiers of this
unstable kingdom have greatly varied at different periods
of its history. At one time they encroached westwards
on the conterminous Burmese districts, at another east-
wards on those of the ancient state of Cambodia, and at
all times were encircled northwards by several Shan
or Lao principalities, some independent, others tributary
either to Siam, Burma, or China. Such were Xieng-mai,
Labong, Lakhong, Pre, Nan, and Luang-prabang, which
was the largest and most powerful of all the Lao States,
and before the Muhammadan revolt paid tribute both
to China and Siam. But most of these restless Lao
peoples, of the same race and speech as the Siamese
themselves, were constantly shifting their borders both
towards Siam and Burma till the year 1891, when the
boundary between these two kingdoms was delimited
towards the north-west by international treaties. But
the settlement, like others towards Cambodia and Cochin-
China on the east side, lasted only a very short time, and
in the year 1893 "a budget of fictitious grievances,"
raised by the French Chauvinist party, and supported by
a blockade of the Siamese coast, the appearance of gun-
boats at Bangkok, and the seizure of Chantabun, com-
pelled the king to accept a treaty which involved a
partial dismemberment of the kingdom in favour of his
powerful and aggressive neighbour. The eastern frontier